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What is Canoe Journey?

It is an annual 
Native American 
traditional canoe 

gathering that takes 
place along the west 
coast of Washington 

& Canada.  



Beginning of Canoe Journey 

In 1989 Emmett Oliver revitalized the centuries old tradition of 
canoeing by organizing the “Paddle to Seattle” as part of 
Washington States centennial ceremony. His dedication of 
launching this revival of tradition now continues more than a 
quarter century later as is now known as Canoe Journey. 

Tribes up and down the west cost come together each year to 
celebrate this event. 



Stops

At each point in the map is a 
stop in which the tribe or band 
will host the canoe journey for 
1-2 days. 

During that time they will 
provide food, camping, and 
protocol or jam sessions. 



Landing

At each landing 
there is a protocol 
that is followed.

The landing canoe 
will introduce 
themselves and 
request to come 
ashore. 

Then the host tribe 
will welcome them.



Protocol



What we are expecting

2017 Campbell River hosted 87 canoe families.

In 2018 we are planning to host over 100 canoes.



Dates

July 28th –
August 4th, 2018



Schedule 

July 28h – Canoe’s Land
July 29th – Protocol begins
July 30th – Protocol
July 31st – Protocol
August 1st – Protocol
August 2nd – Protocol
August 3rd – Protocol
August 4th – Puyallup Canoe Family Protocol & closing 
ceremonies  



Paddletopuyallup.org



Protocol Site 

Address:
Chief Leschi School

5625 52nd St E
Puyallup, WA

98371



Camping 

Address:
Puyallup Culture 

Center
3509 72nd St E
Tacoma, WA

98433



Landing  

Address:
Ole & Charlies

4224 Marine View 
Dr.

Tacoma, WA
98422



Gathering



Giveaway Items 

- Necklaces
- Cedar baskets
- Huckleberry Jam
- Canned Salmon
- Throw Blankets
- Side Purses
- Tie Pillow
- Paddles



Practice 



Honoring our Medicine

Canoe Journey gives a chance for us to revitalize:
- Traditional Songs
- Dances
- Story telling
- Regalia
- Reviving the language



Regional Meetings

Next Meeting is 
May 16th, 2018
@ Nanaimo


